What is Oral History?

Oral Histoty is all about the shating of people’s expetiences for future
geherations. Each person has his ot het owh uhique stoty to tell. Asking
guestions that will help them remembet half-forgotten details, clatifying
that which is muddled, both storyteller and listener ultimately end up
exploring the past togethetr. In this activity, we'l discovetr how much we
know about your culture, lifestyle and traditions! History comes to life,
memoties are passed dowh, and we gaih hew ihsights into the past.

Conduct your own Oral Higtory interview!
What to do first

*  Find someone whom you wish to intetview

¢+ Do a little reseatch! For eg., wou could find out more about the
intetviewee's countty of otigin by looking up an atlas of
enhcyclopaedia

*  Think of guestions to ask
*  Get o recotding device teady and practise using it (optiohal)

Dmrmg« the inferview .

Make Y the interviewee feel at ease

¢  Ask youtr guestions!
¢ Remembet to thank the petrson you'te intetrviewing
* Record the intetrview if ygou can

Af’!‘&r the intferview

Write dowh the intetrview
¢+ Reflect on what you have heatrd. Was there anything thoat
&  surprised you?
=  shocked you?
=  made wou want to khow motre about something?

=  made you think something was more important than you originally
thought?

*  You might waht to shate what wou have learnt with others

¢+ You might also want to think about a story you too would someday like
to leave behind.
Perhaps you could start keeping o jourhall



QUESTIONG o

Whoat is your nome? What did your parents do?
When ahd whete were gou born? Coh you desctibe youtr parents?

Whot were ywoutr tavourite
childhood gomes?
Con you describe your grandparents?

Cah you describe a tupical school How did wout family celebrate holidoys,
dow? summet breaks, religious celebrations etc.?

What wos the most important thina wou
Con you tell me about your leatned From youtr parents?
education?

Coah you desctibe wour friend(s)? Whot
How did wou spend your free time? ate some of the activities that wou
would all do?

iy Thete are mony othet questions you could ask.
\‘/\ Why don't wou think of some more?




Example

- from a traditional folk song

D “We're a tree / our roots go deep down in history...”
o £

Fill the leaves on the tree below with some facts,
characteristics and virtues of a person - it could
be yourself, wour mum or dad, or a friend! You
might discovet something interesting! See the tree
oh the left for ah example.




